Fahrenheit 451

By Ray Bradbury

Discussion Questions

Part One: Section One

Who is Montag?  How does he feel about his job?  What proof can you give?

For what “crimes” has Clarisse’s uncle been arrested?  What dos this tell you about this society?

What makes Clarisse’s family different from the others in the neighborhood?

Describe the atmosphere inside Montag’s house.

What kinds of powers did Clarisse seem to have immediately over Montag?

What do you think Montag has hidden in his house?  What is your evidence?

Compare the “handymen” at the hospital with today’s health-care workers.  From their conversation, can you tell if suicide attempts are common?  What could be the reason for this?

Do you think Montag is in love with Mildred?  If so, what proof can you give?  If not, why not so?  What proof can you give?

Clarisse describes herself as “insane.”  Does she seem insane to you?  Why or why not?

Bradbury was describing a type of conflict when he wrote that Montag “felt his body divide.”  What is this kind of conflict called?  What effect do you think it will have on the rest of the story?
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Discussion Questions

Part One: Section Two

How do the conversations Montag has with Clarisse differ from those he has with Mildred?

Describe school in the world of Fahrenheit 451.  How do students amuse themselves after school and on weekends?

Who seemed to be directing Montag’s remarks at the fire station?  Why did his comments make the other firemen suspicious?

What reasons did Beatty give for burning the books?

Montag’s feelings about Mildred and his life with her are changing.  What is he beginning to think and feel?  What proof can you give?

How does this society view animal life?  What is Montag’s reaction to the game the firemen play with the Hound?  What would your reaction be?

Beatty explains why the Hound can’t “dislike” Montag.  Compare how the two characters perceive the Hound.

Describe the abilities of the Mechanical Hound and explain why Montag is afraid of him.  What do you think the Mechanical hound might symbolically represent?

What is the usual meaning of antisocial?  How is the meaning reversed in Fahrenheit 451?

What does Beatty’s treatment of the old woman tell you about his character?
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Discussion Questions

Part One: Section Three

How did the ever-increasing speed of society affect books according to Beatty? Paraphrase and summarize his explanation in approximately a paragraph.

What became the most important thing in society?  Why?

How did the objections of all the minority groups affect books?  Give details from the book.

What unspoken “deal” did Beatty make with Montag?

How did Montag once describe the smell of kerosene to Clarisse?  How does the fact that it now makes him sick connect with the plot?

What conclusion did Montag reach about books because of the old woman’s actions?

Explain why Montag was never upset about burning books before the incident with the old woman.  Why do you think the old woman chose to die with her books?

What is your reaction to Beatty’s statement that everyone must be alike – not born free and equal but made equal?

What is Montag looking for in the books?

Do you find Captain Beatty’s explanation of how books came to be banned and burned believable?  Why or why not?

Identify at least five things about American life that Bradbury seems to criticize in this part of the novel.  Do you think his criticisms are valid?  Explain your answer.

What events lead Montag to realize he wasn’t happy?
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Discussion Questions

Part Two: Section One

Why does Montag think of the old man in the park?  What did Faber mean when he said, in the park, “I talk the meaning of things”?  Why do you think Montag didn’t turn in Faber then?

What problem does Montag have regarding which book to turn in to Beatty?

What did Montag carry with him as he rode the subway to see Faber?  What did he will himself to do?

According to Faber, how has religion changed?

How does Faber see himself?  Montag?

Why is Montag unafraid of the risk of stealing more books?

Describe the plan Montag and Faber devise.

What do you think the title of Part Two means?

What answers does Montag give to Mildred’s question, “Why should I read?  What for?”

What three things does Faber say are missing from a world without books?

Does Faber think the firemen are the only problem?  Will making them look like traitors make everything else okay?

Faber says Beatty “may be one of us.”  Do you think it’s possible?  Give reasons for your opinion.
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Discussion Questions

Part Two: Section Two

What did Mrs. Phelps say about her husband going off to war?  How does Mrs. Phelps feel about children?  Does Mrs. Bowles agree?  How do Mrs. Bowles’ children feel about her?

Describe the TV program the ladies watched.  Does it remind you of anything in our world?

Why did Bradbury choose to have the women discuss war, children, and politics?

Why did Faber tell Montag to stop reading and shouting?  

Why did Mildred want Montag to read “Dover Beach”?  What is her opinion of the poem?  Why was it a good poem for Montag to read?  Why do you think the poem made Mrs. Phelps cry?  What was Mrs. Bowles’ reaction?  Mildred’s?

What two people has Montag become?  What does he see as the final outcome of acquiring this dual personality?

Beatty tried to make Montag doubt his newly emerging self by quoting some famous authors.  Discuss the meaning of the quotes he uses and explain how they contradict one another.

Check the definition for the word “beatific.”  With whose name does this correlate?  Why is he appropriately named in an ironic sort of way?
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Discussion Questions

Part Three: Section One

What old feeling came back to Montag as he burned his own house?  Why?

Why did Beatty choose to say the lines from Shakespeare?

What did Montag mean by “We never burned right . . .”?  What kind of burning might he consider to be “right”?

Why do you think Bradbury chose to have Beatty die as he did?

Montag realized that Beatty wanted to die.  What explanation can you give for this?

Why is it appropriate that war is finally declared at this point in the novel? How does this correlate with the inner Montag and his relationship to society?
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Discussion Questions

Part Three: Section Two

Who are the members of the group Montag meets in the woods?  How do they think of themselves?

What is especially ironic about the search for Montag?

What did the river give to Montag?  Why is it appropriate that water carried Montag away from the city?  What did Montag need and want as he drifted down the river?

Which of Montag’s senses came alive on the land?  Why is this important?

How was the fire in the woods different from the fires Montag was used to?

What was the “special silence that was concerned with all of the world”?

Outline the general plan of the book people?

Discuss the symbolic meaning of “the men all moved their hands, putting out the fire together.”
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Discussion Questions

Part Three: Section Three

Why did Granger tell Montag the story about his grandfather?  What did Granger’s grandfather mean when he said, “I hate a Roman named Status Quo!”?

Why was Granger swearing and crying?

Now that the city is destroyed, what does fire stand for?

How is the legend of the phoenix related to the story?

Why did Granger say they should build a mirror factory first?

Why did Granger want Montag to lead them back to the city?  How does Granger view Montag?

