MLA Works Cited Entry Format and Examples:

A Condensed Overview with the 2010 Update


The following is a condensed overview of the format for creating works cited entries in MLA Style.  
For more information and examples, please visit Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/15/
----------------------------------------

Personal Interview

Format:
Lastname, Firstname. Personal Interview. Date.

Example:
Purdue, Pete. Personal Interview. 1 Dec. 2000.

----------------------------------------

Books

Format:
Author(s). Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of Publication.

Example:
Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. Denver: MacMurray, 1999. Print.

----------------------------------------

Periodicals

Format:
Author(s). “Title of Article.” Title of Periodical Day Month Year: pages. Medium of Publication.

Examples:
Buchman, Dana. “A Special Education.” Good Housekeeping 20 Mar. 2006: 143-8. Print.

Krugman, Andrew. "Fear of Eating." New York Times 21 May 2007 late ed.: A1. Print.

----------------------------------------
A Review
Format:
Review Author. "Title of Review (if there is one)." Rev. of Performance Title, by Author/Director/Artist. Title of Periodical day month year: page. Medium of publication.

Example:
Seitz, Matt Zoller. "Life in the Sprawling Suburbs, If You Can Really Call It Living." Rev. of Radiant City, dir. Gary Burns and Jim Brown. New York Times 30 May 2007 late ed.: E1. Print.

----------------------------------------
Film or Movie
Format:
Title. Director. Performers. Production Company, Year of Production. Medium of Production.

Example:
The Usual Suspects. Dir. Bryan Singer. Perf. Kevin Spacey, Gabriel Byrne, Chazz Palminteri, Stephen Baldwin, and Benecio del Toro. Polygram, 1995. Film.

----------------------------------------
Work in an Anthology, Reference, or Collection

Format:
Last name, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection. Ed. Editor's Name(s). Place of Publication: Publisher, Year. Page range of entry. Medium of Publication.

----------------------------------------

Electronic Sources

Basic Style for Citations of Electronic Sources (Including Online Databases)

Here are some common features you should try and find before citing electronic sources in MLA style. Not every Web page will provide all of the following information. However, collect as much of the following information as possible both for your citations and for your research notes:

· Author and/or editor names (if available)

· Article name in quotation marks (if applicable)

· Title of the Website, project, or book in italics. 



(Remember that some Print publications have Web publications with slightly different names. 



They may, for example, include the additional information or otherwise modified information, 



like domain names [e.g. .com or .net].)

· Any version numbers available, including revisions, posting dates, volumes, or issue numbers.

· Publisher information, including the publisher name and publishing date.

· Take note of any page numbers (if available).

· Date you accessed the material.

· URL / Electronic Address (if required, or for your own personal reference).
----------------------------------------
An Entire Website, a Page on a Website, or an Article on a Web Magazine or Online Journal:

Format:
Editor, Author, or Compiler Name (if available).  Name/Title of Site or Online Publication. 

Version Number and/or Date of Posting/Revision. Name of Institution/Organization affiliated with 

the site (usually a sponsor or publisher and sometimes found in copyright statements). Medium of 

Publication. Date you accessed the site. <electronic address>.

Examples:

Entire Website Example:

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. 26 Aug. 2005. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue 

University. Web. 23 April 2006 http://owl.english.purdue.edu.
Page on a Website Example:

Stolley, Karl. “MLA Formatting and Style Guide.” The OWL at Purdue. 10 May 2006. Purdue University 

Writing Lab. Web. 12 May 2006 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/.
Article on a Web Magazine Example:

Bernstein, Mark. “10 Tips on Writing The Living Web.” A List Apart: For People Who Make Websites. 

No. 149 (16 Aug. 2002). Web. 4 May 2006 http://alistapart.com/articles/writeliving.

Article in an Online Journal Example:

Wheelis, Mark. “Investigating Disease Outbreaks Under a Protocol to the Biological and Toxin Weapons 

Convention.” Emerging Infectious Diseases 6.6 (2000): 33 pars. Web. 8 May 2006 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/eid/vol6no6/wheelis.htm.

----------------------------------------
An Article from a Subscription Service / Electronic Database

(i.e.: INFOhio:  EBSCOhost, SIRS Discoverer, NewsBank, etc.):

Format:

Lastname, Firstname. “Title of Article.” Title of Periodical. Volume Number. (Year of publication): pages. Name of Database. Web. Date of access.

Examples:

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical Journal 50.1 (2007): 173-96. EBSCOhost. Web. 27 May 2009.

Grabe, Mark. “Voluntary Use of Online Lecture Notes: Correlates of Note Use and Note Use as an 

Alternative to Class Attendance.” Computers and Education 44 (2005): 409-21. SIRS Discoverer. 
Web. 28 May 2006.

----------------------------------------

For additional directions on citing other types of sources, please see the MLA Formatting and Style Guide resource found at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ via the Online Writing Lab at Purdue University, or ask your instructor for assistance.
----------------------------------------
Important Reminder: 

In addition to recording your source information on your works cited page, always cite your sources within your writing using parenthetical / internal citations to prevent committing plagiarism.

Parenthetical / Internal Citation of Sources
Sources have to be cited correctly within the works cited page of a research paper, but they also must be cited within the paper itself whenever information from them is used.  Information that needs to be cited includes summaries, paraphrases, quotes, graphics, charts, tables, and any ideas that originated from another source other than from you.  You do not need to cite information that is considered common knowledge: information that is commonly accepted or found in multiple general reference sources.  You also do not need to cite your own original ideas (your opinions, your unique solution to a problem, results of an experiment or survey that you conducted, illustrations that you created, charts or graphs that you prepared, etc.). Internal, or parenthetical, citations require the author’s last name and the page number from the original source.  If there is no author available, you should use the first title in the works cited entry for that source instead of the author’s name.  If there is no page number because the source is electronic and not print, no page number needs to be included.  If paragraph numbers or section numbers are present in place of page numbers, they should be used. The following are some examples of internal, or parenthetical, citations for works cited entries found on previous pages:
Personal Interview

Works Cited Entry:

Purdue, Pete. Personal Interview. 1 Dec. 2000.

Citation: (Purdue)

Book

Works Cited Entry:

Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. Denver: MacMurray, 1999. Print.

Citation: (Henley 55-57)

Periodical

Works Cited Entry:

Buchman, Dana. “A Special Education.” Good Housekeeping 20 Mar. 2006: 143-8. Print.

Citation: (Buchman 143-8)

Works Cited Entry:

Krugman, Andrew. "Fear of Eating." New York Times 21 May 2007 late ed.: A1. Print.

Citation: (Krugman A1)
Review

Works Cited Entry:

Seitz, Matt Zoller. "Life in the Sprawling Suburbs, If You Can Really Call It Living." Rev. of Radiant City, dir. Gary Burns and Jim Brown. New York Times 30 May 2007 late ed.: E1. Print.

Citation: (Seitz E1)

Movie or Video

Works Cited Entry:

The Usual Suspects. Dir. Bryan Singer. Perf. Kevin Spacey, Gabriel Byrne, Chazz Palminteri, Stephen Baldwin, and Benecio del Toro. Polygram, 1995. Film.

Citation: (The Usual Suspects)
An Entire Web Page

Works Cited Entry:

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. 26 Aug. 2005. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue 

University. Web. 23 April 2006 http://owl.english.purdue.edu.
Citation: (The Purdue OWL Family of Sites)

Page on a Website

Works Cited Entry:

Stolley, Karl. “MLA Formatting and Style Guide.” The OWL at Purdue. 10 May 2006. Purdue University 

Writing Lab. Web. 12 May 2006 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/.
Citation: (Stolley)

Article on a Web Magazine

Works Cited Entry:

Bernstein, Mark. “10 Tips on Writing The Living Web.” A List Apart: For People Who Make Websites. 

No. 149 (16 Aug. 2002). Web. 4 May 2006 http://alistapart.com/articles/writeliving.

Citation: (Bernstein)

Article on an Online Journal

Works Cited Entry:

Wheelis, Mark. “Investigating Disease Outbreaks Under a Protocol to the Biological and Toxin Weapons 

Convention.” Emerging Infectious Diseases 6.6 (2000): 33 pars. Web. 8 May 2006 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/eid/vol6no6/wheelis.htm.

Citation: (Wheelis pars. 12-17) 

NOTE: in the works cited entry, paragraph numbers were given instead of page numbers.  

Thus, the “pars. 12-17” would be included in the citation in place of the page numbers.
INFOhio or Electronic Database Source

Works Cited Entry:

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical Journal 50.1 (2007): 173-96. EBSCOhost. Web. 27 May 2009.

Citation: (Langhamer 173-96)

Works Cited Entry:

Grabe, Mark. “Voluntary Use of Online Lecture Notes: Correlates of Note Use and Note Use as an 

Alternative to Class Attendance.” Computers and Education 44 (2005): 409-21. SIRS Discoverer. 

Web. 28 May 2006.

Citation: (Grabe 409-21)

This handout is based on MLA’s Website, Purdue University’s OWL, and INFOhio’s Citation Guide: September 2010.
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